CATINTHEFRIDGECOM PRESENTS™®

QUICK(TIPS FORBETTERADOETIONIPHOTOS

Do you work at a rescue or foster animals in your own home? If so, you probably use the
Internet as a tool to help your little charges get adopted, and there’s no better way to
attract a potential adopter’s attention than with a beautiful photo! A striking portrait of the
adoptable animal draws more interest from adopters than a quick snapshot taken inside
a cage. Can you take beautiful portraits without fancy eqmpment’? Absolutely! Here are a
few tips to help you take great photos!
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1) Lighting is everything! Darkness hides details and creates qurry |mages Flash photos
can create red eye and drown out light colors. If possible, use filtered sunlight to take portraits.
Otherwise, attach a light to your camera or have a friend hold a light over the pet. It doesn’t
startle the animal like a flash does and also minimizes red eye. If you must use flash, find an
inexpensive flash filter or, in a pinch, rubber band a napkin or tissue to the flash to act as a
diffuser. Your portraits will instantly look better.

2) Aim for the eyes. The eyes are the windows to the soul, and nothing will connect a poten-
tial adopter to an animal like a beautiful shot of the pet’s eyes. Focus your camera directly on the
eyes, and everything else will fall into place.

3) Photograph from their perspective. If they're low to the ground, get down there with
them! That doesn’t mean, though, that other perspectives aren’t also beautiful. Sometimes you
can catch wonderful photos of an animal looking up or even down at you from a high perch.

4) Spend a little time with the animal you’re photographing. It helps them relax and
offers you a better perspective into what they like so you can best capture their personality. Try to
avoid catching the animal looking frightened or angry. Tasty treats are very helpful.

5) Use a colored backdrop to spice up your photos. You can purchase one froma
camera supply store for about twenty dollars, or you can use a bed sheet or blanket. If you're
photographing cats, make sure the backdrop is well secured and inexpensive. They can (and
will) scratch them, hide under them, and even pee on them. Whatever they’re doing, make sure
you capture it! (Except the peeing. No one needs to see that.)

6) Groom that little guy first! Use a grooming wipe to remove smudges, dirt, and grime.
Run a brush through their fur if you can and tidy them up a bit before their photo shoot.

7) Edit your photos! Crop out unnecessary dead space, increase the contrast and/or bright-
ness to make the photos pop, and play with the color balance to correct photos that are too
yellow or green, which can be caused by overhead lighting.

Photo tips provided by Victoria Sprung of ﬂ) ungPhoto .com and Alana Grelyak of Catinthefridge.com.
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If you have access to a DSLR camera with changeable lens
niques to consider:
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1) Use the continuous shoot mode with a quick shutter s *
animals. Bright lighting is key to making this work. You’l y.

2) Use a 50, 85, or 100 mm lens for portraits. Set your .8 and
a quick shutter speed based on your lighting (the er your
shutter speed can be). You can use a lower f - 0 ge g | blur if you
want to be more artistic. This will soften your backgrount harp focus on
the eyes and face, creating a lovely, soft-focus portrait. '
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